
 

 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COME TO RECEIVE – GO TO SHARE 
May 11, 2025 



1 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Preservice Music 

 

Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven LSB 477 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group 

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005358 

Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

 

T   Confession and Absolution   T 

 

Invocation 

A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 

A Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

A Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

A I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

A Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 

deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Grace LSB 185 

A Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to 

die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He 

gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that 

believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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T   Service of the Word   T 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

A Glory be to God on high:  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day Easter 4 (Three-Year Lectionary) 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

A Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your 

sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may 

know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 
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First Reading Acts 20:17–35 

 17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to 

him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 

 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot 

in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me 

through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 

profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to Jews and to 

Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am 

going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 
23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await 

me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 

course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace 

of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am 

innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 

counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 
30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 

disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night 

or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word of 

his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands 

ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you 

that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Revelation 7:9–17 

 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 

and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and 

glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

ever! Amen.” 
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 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the 

ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white 

in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

 the sun shall not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:22–30 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

 
  

 22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was 

walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus 

answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 

bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them 
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to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the 

Father are one.” 

  

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Hymn of the Day: The Lamb LSB 547 

 

Sermon 
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Stand 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Prayer of the Church 

A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

A O Jesus, Good Shepherd, You guide Your people to the waters of life. Make Your church a 

nourishing place for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of 

baptism, and send us forth as signs of Your love. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 

  

A Caring Lord, You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or 

depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who need healing, or who are in any need, in 

Your shepherding care (especially …). Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Blessed Redeemer, on this Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer 

mothering care. Give special care to those whose relationships with their families are 

difficult, and console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear 

us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 

  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

  

A Father God, You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all Your gifts of 

grace and mercy shared with us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, we rejoice in the joy and 

hope of the resurrection made known to us in our living Savior. Fill us with the promise of 

new life in Christ, even in the dark and difficult days of our lives. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 

  

A We commend these and all our prayers to You, O God, trusting that You are always with us; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  

C Amen. 

T   Service of the Sacrament   T 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
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Proper Preface 

P  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 

created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He 

died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 

and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

            hallowed be Thy name, 

            Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

            give us this day our daily bread; 
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            and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

            and lead us not into temptation, 

            but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AT GRACE LUTHERAN      

We believe, teach and confess that those who commune receive the true Body and Blood of our 

Lord---in, with and under the bread and wine---for forgiveness of sins and strengthening in faith 

and life. All baptized, believing Christian guests are invited to examine themselves, as exhorted by 

St. Paul. Those who are in agreement with this statement are invited to join us at the Altar. If you 

have a question regarding this, please ask to speak with the Pastor or one of the Elders.        

  

Both individual and common cups are available. Also, if you would prefer to receive non-alcoholic 

white grape juice, there are individual cups in the center of the tray. If you would prefer a gluten 

free host, please indicate to the Pastor. 

  

Please hand your completed family attendance card to the usher on your way to receive 

communion. 

 

Distribution Hymn: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want LSB 710 

 

Distribution Hymn: O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe LSB 666 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart: For the Beauty of the Earth 
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Easter Dismissal 

A The Lord is risen! 

C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

A Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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