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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Preservice Music

Stand

Hymn of Invocation: Blest are They Choir and Congregation

Soloists: Michael Mortenson, Alissa Martin
Refrain: Congregation
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Words and Music by David Haas | Vocal Arrangement by David Haas and Micahel Joncas | © Copyright 1986 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago. All
Rights Reserved.

I+ Confession and Absolution I

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Exhortation LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RENRE
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Kneel/Sit

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

Absolution

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto
You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

LSB 185

(P] Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of
my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Declaration of Grace

LSB 184 Confession of Sins

P

1

LSB 184

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we
poor sinners confess unto You that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against You by thought, word, and
deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your
grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us
remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You
and of Your will and true obedience to Your
Word, to the end that by Your grace we
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

LSB 185

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had
mercy upon us and has given His only Son to
die for us and for His sake forgives us all our
sins. To those who believe on His name He
gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He
that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “"Peace be with you,”
as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

I Service of the Word I

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

] The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

(P] Letus pray.

Epiphany 4

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand
upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

"Hear what the LoRrD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lorb,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LorD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
30 my people, what have | done to you?
How have | wearied you? Answer me!
“4For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

>0 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the LorD."

4

Micah 6:1-8



6"With what shall | come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

8The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. "®For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 2'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 2For Jews demand
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 22but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, *but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. #For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

2For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22God chose what is low and despised
in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 2°so that no human being might
boast in the presence of God. 3°He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom
and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 3'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory be to You, O Lord.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Children's Message

Matthew 5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

""Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

""Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. "?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

11 am only



Hymn of the Day: 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842
Sermon
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of
the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those
in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . .. let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.
I+ Service of the Sacrament -
Preface 194
] The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even
death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord 197

) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My * body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My - blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Sit

Distribution of Holy Communion

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AT GRACE LUTHERAN

We believe, teach and confess that those who commune receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord---in,
with and under the bread and wine---for forgiveness of sins and strengthening in faith and life. All baptized,
believing Christian guests are invited to examine themselves, as exhorted by St. Paul. Those who are in
agreement with this statement are invited to join us at the Altar. If you have a question regarding this, please
ask to speak with the Pastor or one of the Elders.

Both individual and common cups are available. Also, if you would prefer to receive non-alcoholic white
grape juice, there are individual cups in the center of the tray.

Please hand your completed family attendance card to the usher on your way to receive communion.

Distribution Hymn: 810 O God of God, O Light of Light LSB 810
Distribution Hymn: 642 O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal 199

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.
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Thanksgiving 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endures forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation 201

] The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

@ The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and - give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart: 546 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild LSB 546

Closing Response

(Pl Go in Peace and Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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